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daily at the office of the district physician for examination as to their 
physical condition. 

British East Indies. — According to advices of April 7, the govern- 
ment of Assam, in view of the outbreak of plague in Calcutta and its 
spread thence to the province of Bengal, has put special measures in 
force under provision of the plague law of 1897. These relate to the 
oversight and isolation of persons arriving in Assam from infected 
localities, and to the means of checking the epidemic. Inspection of 
travel takes place at three stations in order to secure oversight of all 
land and water routes. The principal danger to the province in which 
there are few considerable cities, lies in the assembling of a great num- 
ber of workmen at the tea gardens connected with the railway buildings. 
Special precautions are taken with regard to the possible appearance 
among these men of a case of plague. Although the isolation of plague 
cases and their treatment in hospital are required by law, persuasion 
must be employed as far as possible, and every effort made to convince 
the persons concerned of the necessity for such measures. When objec- 
tion is made to removal to hospital the dwelling of the patient must be 
placed under conditions of isolation. Physicians' attendance and medi- 
cines shall be supplied free. On termination of a case, either by 
recovery or death, disinfection shall be performed without injury to 
the inmates of the building. The officials are charged, in carrying out 
these orders, to consider the customs, feelings, and prejudices of the 
people. 

The government of Bengal, under date of March 28, formulated 
measures for preventing the spread of plague from Calcutta throughout 
the province. To this end, every person arriving from Calcutta by rail 
or boat is obliged to undergo medical inspection. The extent of such 
inspection shall be regulated by the physician in charge. If the place of 
destination is situated more than a certain distance from Calcutta, the 
inspection shall be repeated. On the recommendation of the inspecting 
physician, any suspect passenger may be detained and isolated and his 
effects disinfected. In doubtful cases, the inspecting physician shall 
inform the police authorities at the place of destination of the circum- 
stances of the case. Special traveling medical inspectors are appointed 
for the railway lines from Calcutta. Persons who are taken sick on 
the way shall be landed where they may obtain medical care. 

Straits Settlements. — By proclamation of April 6 the stretch of 
coast between Yambo and Lith, exclusive of the places named, is 
declared infected. All arrivals from said coast shall be subject to quar- 
antine for a period of nine days from departure or from appearance of 
the last case on board, or until given free pratique by the colonial 
authorities. 
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Belize. — Acting Assistant Surgeon Knight reports, May 26, the sail- 
ing of the steamers Managua and Breakwater, after having complied 
with all the regulations of the United States Marine-Hospital Service. 
The health of Belize and surrounding colony is good with no contagious 
or infectious disease. One death is reported for the week ended May 25. 



